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WHAMIS 2015: How pictograms compare to
hazard symbols

In general, pictograms (below right) are similar to WHMIS 1988 hazard symbols (below left). Many of the
symbols inside the borders are almost the same. But there are some new symbols. (See the symbols in
the “Health hazard,” “Exploding bomb,” “Environment,” and “Exclamation mark” pictograms, highlighted
by dashed lines (below right). And two symbols have been retired. (See the “Materials causing other toxic
effects” and “Dangerously reactive material” hazard symbols, highlighted by dotted lines below left). In all
but one case (“Biohazardous infectious materials”), the pictogram borders are red and diamond-shaped.
And most pictograms are assigned to multiple hazard classes and categories.
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